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On July 10, the Guatemalan government proposed that peace talks with the Guatemalan National
Revolutionary Unity (URNG) be resumed in late July. The talks have been suspended since
February. Under the government's new proposal, the two sides would commence a "permanent
session," conducting talks every other week with the goal of reaching a definitive peace accord by
the end of 1992. The talks would take up, in "overall" fashion, all the themes on the negotiations
agenda. Separate negotiating teams would be set up for each agenda item, allowing for talks to be
held "simultaneously" on several different points. Formerly, the negotiations had been conducted
on a point-by-point basis. The talks were suspended after negotiators failed to reach agreement on a
human rights accord, the third item on a ten-point agenda. Manuel Conde, head of the government
delegation to the peace talks, indicated that he had provided copies of the new proposal to the
URNG and to mediator of the talks, Bishop Rodolfo Quezada Toruno. On July 29, Conde told
reporters that final preparations had been made for negotiations with the URNG to be held in
Mexico between August 3 - August 7. (Sources: Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news
service EFE, 07/10/92, 07/29/92)
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